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I've been ‘tagged’ a few times now in a ‘Facebook note’, which is the 21st century 
version of the chain letter. Though without the threats of something ‘unfortunate’ 
happening to you should you break the chain. 


The most recent one doing the rounds is ‘15 artists in 15 minutes’. The idea is that 
you list 15 artists who have influenced you and whose work continues to stick with 
you {in less than 15 minutes) and you then forward the list to 15 other Facebook 
friends. | don't usually respond to these kind of things (it just encourages more in 
my experience) but this is one of those questions that comes up in conventions and 
interviews so thought | might answer here 


So here, in no particular order, and with a few explanations, is my 15 in 15: 


GIAGRWAVING 


Charles Schultz. Okay - | don’t think | need to explain that one do |? 


Mike Noble, Frank Bellamy, Gerry Haylock . These three artists were stand out. 
artists (for me) in TV21 and Countdown, the key comics of my impressionable youth. 
Gerry Haylock was the definitive Doctor Who artist though by all accounts Jon 
Pertwee was not all that impressed with his work. 


Francisco Solano Lopez (not that | knew his name at the time) who was the Argentinian 
artist behind such classic UK comic strips as Kelly's Eye and Janus Stark. 


Steve Ditko, John Romita (original version) and Ross Andru. For me they are the 
defining Spider-Man artists. | don't think Ross Andru's awkward artwork gets the 
credit it deserves. It's worth mentioning that | saw all these comics in black and white 
as they were reprinted in the UK Spider-Man Comics Weekly. 


Jack Kirby, mainly for the Fourth World comics he was doing for DC. Mister Miracle 
probably being my favourite. Or The Forever People. For some reason | was never 
that fussed for his work on the Fantastic Four when | first read it, though this may 
have had something to do with the fact that | was reading it in the black and white UK 
reprint comics and so without the colour it was originally drawn for. Black and white 
comics shouldn't just be colour comics without the colour. 


dim Starlin. His first run on Warlock is one of the highlights of Marvel Comics during 
the ‘70s — even though sales meant it had to be weaved through various other comics 
in order to be completed. Why isn't this available in a collected book? 


Marshall Rogers (with Terry Austin) on Batman. Batman should always have long 
pointy ears. 


Brian Bolland and Mike McMahon. Probably the two most radically different Dredd 
artists, but hard pressed to say which was the best. For me the best Bolland JD 
was Judge Death Lives. Best McMahon? The Fink. Or that one in the Judge Child 
where Dredd and co. get eaten by a planet. Also McMahon did some great stuff on 
Ro-Busters which tends to get forgotten about. 


Frank Miller. Moreso for the first Daredevil run that he did — the sense of someone 
basically learning on the job and stretching themselves. 


Dave Sim. It was his work on Cerebus which showed that you didn’t have to have to be 
published by Marvel or DC to do a comic book. And his extensive use of blacks which 
showed, if you were really clever, you didn't have to draw backgrounds. 


And as a bonus round question, my single most favourite comic? Doctor Strange 
55 by Roger Stern and Mike Golden. Stephen Strange locked inside his Sanctum 
Sanctorum and going ever so slightly bonkers. Or is he? If | could only keep one single 
comic, this would be it. 


I'm probably going to kick myself in 10 minutes time for leaving someone off, but 
there, for better or worse, is my definitive list. At least until next time. Now all you 
have to do is make your own list of 15 artists and send copies to 15 friends. After all, 
you don't want to have anything ‘unfortunate’ happen to you now, do you? 


ORIGINAL ART FOR SALE 


Single pages of the original black and white art from Jack Staff are available at 
£75UK $150US each. Covers are £150UK $300US each. Prices include postage 
and packing. Contact me by email if you want to check the availability or reserve a 
particular page. Cheques payable to Paul Grist 
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ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 


1) Using the back edge of sc 's or exacto 
knife, score along dotted lines on all pieces. 

2) Cut out all pieces along outer solid lines, 
and round “X” areas on Head and Body. 
Carefully fold along all of the score 
lines. 
One piece at a time, lightly spread glue 
only on the white tabs (marked with 
black dots). Do not glue the A panels on 
the Head or Body, or the B tabs on the 
Hands. 

5) Slip white tabs into each piece. 

6) Repeat until all pieces are assembled. 


Cut Line 


® cut out 


° Glue Surface 


Mountain Fold 


HAND 
FOLDING 
DIAGRAM 


HEAD ROTATOR 


Rotating Head Assembly 

7) Assemble Clasp and Washer according to 
diagram at right. 

8) Insert prongs of Clasp (1) thru hole in top 
Body Panel A so prongs point up. Put 
Head over prongs thru hole in bottom of 
Head. Put Washer (2) over prongs in 
Head. Apply glue to outside of prongs 
and press prongs flat against washer until 
they hold. 

9) Glue final colored tabs into place. 

10)After you have attached the Head to the 
Body, spread glue on both sides of top 
tabs (B) of assembled Hands. Slide arm 
tabs between top body panel and tabs at 
the top of the body (C). 
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